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Las Vegas hasn’t always been a glitzy 
entertainment destination for world 
travelers. In Springs in the Desert, author 
Jonathan Peters peels back the city’s 
layers to reveal its long history as Native 
American outpost, ranching community, 
and economic boomtown. 

Springs in the Desert takes kids on a 
colorful thousand-year journey, with 
cool illustrations and fun chapters that 
make Las Vegas history easy to under-
stand for anyone. From Anasazi village to 
Nevada’s first ghost town (it’s true!) to 
tourist Mecca, Las Vegas is opened up to 
children as a living piece of history, with 

a multicultural past that points the way 
to the city’s future.

There’s also a companion Springs in the 
Desert Activity Book, written by Las Vegas 
teachers and librarians, filled with enter-
taining and educational resources that 
make it fun to learn about the plants and 
animals in the Las Vegas area and to plan 
day trips to local historic sites. 

Springs in the Desert gives kids a chance 
to learn Las Vegas their own way!

•	Newspaper advertising campaign

•	Media interviews

•	Text used in Clark County School 
District

About the 
Author
When Jonathan 
Peters made Las 
Vegas his adopt-
ed home several 
years ago, little 
did he know that 
he would develop 
a deep personal 
and profes-
sional interest in the region’s people and 
history. The wide-open spaces and the 
urban glamour of the city combined to 
pique the senses of Peters, who holds a 
doctorate in American Studies. 

Peters is just as comfortable travers-
ing the sparsely populated desert of 
Southern Nevada as he was talking with 
tourists on the Las Vegas Strip. This far-
ranging curiosity is an apt trait for a man 
who works as both a writer and adjunct 
professor at the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas.
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